
7 Principles of Government 
reflected in the Constitution



Popular Sovereignty
   The power of the government 

resides with the people.  The 
People are the true source of 
power.  



Republicanism
   A republic is a 

form of 
government where 
people vote for 
their elected 
officials who make 
laws and govern 
for the people.



Separation of Powers
    Power is separated into three, 

co-equal branches (Legislative, 
Executive, Judicial), each with their 
own defined roles.  

This idea of separating power is from the French 
philosopher Charles de Montesquieu!



Checks and Balances
   Each branch of government has a way to limit the 

power of the other two branches so that power 
stays balanced among the three branches.



Federalism
   The powers of government are shared 

between the federal government and 
state governments, although certain 
powers belong only to the federal 
government and some only to the states.



Limited Government
There are limits to the power of 

the government, and no elected 
official is considered, “above the 
law”

This concept of “limits” on government comes from an 
ancient British document called the Magna Carta signed in 

1215 limiting the power of the King!



Individual Rights
   People have rights that the 

government must protect.  These 
rights are enumerated (listed) in the 
Bill of Rights

Many of our rights protected in the Bill of Rights 
correct grievances in the Declaration of 

Independence. 


